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January 30, 1961 


T H E WHITE H C S E 

W A Cl 


Dstr Mr. Dulles: 

I thought you might be interested in my conversation of today 
with Mikhail R. Sngatelyan, the TASS correspondent, We spent 
15 minutes together in my office at his request. 

First* Mr, Saga tel van warned to host a luncheon in my honor alonp 
'* > t h the correspondents for PRAVDA and tZV EST1A. i agreed to 
join them for luncheon on Thursday, February 9th. 

Further, he wanted to tell me that during the two months before the 
advent of President Kennedy, he had personally suppressed atori.es 
Which he thought would be harmful to American-USSR relations. 

He s4id he had personally undertaken this because he felt keenly 
about thb betterment of these relations. He also volunteered to 
"cooperate 1 ’ with this office in an effort to bring about the better- 
ment of these relations. 


His "gue§S" is that there 1 b a 50-50 chance that Khrushchev would 
come to the United Nations. He said it was merely a guess Since 
Ambassador Menshikov did not tell "them" these things, 


He theti said that there were several minor irritations which the 
i Soviet pres? were experiencing here but thought they could be re~ 

■ j solved, For example: Yury Barsukov (IZVESTLA. correspondent) 

-tnrf be had not had a visa since August, He said their visa* were 
\ v ptillet? iittCfe they refused to be fingerprinted. He refused to be 

_ n fingerprinted since American correspondents to Russia were not; 
jV'X it WSS a matter of principle Since only "crooks and prostitutes" 

1 in Russia: were fingerprinted. 

i ' ’ . 
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Washington, 
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figence Agency r.lWinriUT! 



